Donodt Close Your

SLAVERY

Universal Declaration of Human Rights

Article 4

No-one shall be held in slavery or
servitude: slavery and the slave trade
shall be prohibited in all their forms.
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Introduction

Modern Day Slavery

Slavery is something that we have mentally assigned to distant lands and to the distant past.
Mentioning 6slaveryd conj ur es -shigshdading @ Arserica brthd f r i ¢c an
West Indies four hundred years ago. It touches Ireland only in the sense that we learned that

Saint Patrick was a slave and that he was, in todasa
those years ago in 432AD.

Slaves - How many?

Unfortunately, slavery still goes on today. No one knows exactly how many slaves there are in
the world. Because slavery is illegal in all countries and banned by
international conventions, it has become a hidden crime. Locked
away, slaves are difficult to find and count. In the past when slavery
was legally sanctioned in many countries, slaves were counted and
measured, their economic value was recorded, and they were listed
in legal documents from contracts to wills. For that reason we have a
lot of information on the numbers of slaves through human history.

Nowadays the story is much different. Only a small fraction of slaves
are reached and freed every year and, until recently, our ignorance

of their secret world was vast. However, there is a growing recognition of the problem and

scope of modern slavery. A careful review of all the information currently available suggests

that there may be as many as 27 million slaves alive today - mainly women and children. The
biggest part of the 27 million, perhaps 15 to 20 million, is in South Asia: India, Pakistan and

Nepal. Slavery is also concentrated in Southeast Asia, in Northern and Western Africa, South
America and parts of Eastern Europe. However, there are some slaves in almost every country

in the world, including the United States of America, Canada, Japan, Britain and most other
European countries, even I|Ireland! To put it in per
than the population of Australia (22.3 million people) and almost seven times the population

of Ireland (4.2 million people).

The UK government estimates that at least 40,000 women and 4,000 children have been
trafficked into the UK since 1996. Human trafficking is a growing problem in the European
Union with more than 100,000 people trafficked across its borders each year. In the United
States it is estimated that there are 40,000 people enslaved at any one time with between
14,000 and 17,500 new people trafficked into the country annually.

Slavery and Ireland

In 2006 Ireland was mentioned for the first time ever in an annual report issued by the US State

Department called the  Trafficking in Persons Report . Itstates: 8 Ther e are reportseé
suggest that Ireland is a transit and destination country for a significant number of trafficking

victims from Eastern Europe, Africa, Latin America or Asia. Unaccompanied minors from

various countries, particularly in Africa, represent a vulnerable group in Ireland that is

susceptible to trafficking and exploitationo. Mo r €
www.state.gov/g/tip/rIs/tiprpt/

The absence of a clear definition of human trafficking in Irish law prior to the enactment of the
Criminal Law (Human Trafficking) Act, 2008 acted as an impediment to documenting its scale
and nature in Ireland. The first ever Data Strategy Report for 2009 was published in 2010 based
on information received from An Garda Siochana and a number of non -Governmental
Organisations. For 2009 there was a total of 66 (49 adults and 17 minors) allegations of human
trafficking made to An Garda Siochana in respect of persons who came from Africa, Asia, EU
and European countries outside of the EU. The majority were allegedly trafficked for the
purposes of sexual exploitation with a lesser number involving labour exploitation.



The Anti-Human Trafficking Unit

The Anti-Human Trafficking Unit was established in the Department of Justice and Equality in
February, 2008. The Unit is working to ensure that the State response to trafficking in human
beings is coordinated, comprehensive and holistic.

A National Action Plan to Prevent and Combat Trafficking in Human Beings for the years
2009 - 2012 was published on 10 June, 2009. The Plan focuses on preventing trafficking from

becoming a major issue in Ireland.

6Donot

Close Your Eyesd and The BI

Ireland is a member of a European G6 Human Trafficking
Initiative designed to ensure that the EU becomes a more
hostile environment for criminals engaged in the trafficking of
human beings. The other five countries involved in the initiative
are the UK, Poland, Italy, Spain and the Netherlands.

'Don't Close Your Eyes' and the blue blindfold represents the risk
of people having their eyes closed and being unaware of the
crime that may be going on around them. Given the nature of

the crime, victims may be reluctant and frightened to come

TRAFFICKING forward. In order to combat this modern day form of slavery

Human Trafficking Definition

Trafficking is the acquisition of people through the
use of fear, force, fraud, coercion or other means w|
the aim of exploiting them. Human Trafficking has
three distinct elements:

e The Act - recruitment, transport, transfer,
harbouring and receipt of persons;

e The Means- threat or use of force, coercion,
abduction, fraud, deception, abuse of power or
vulnerability and giving payments or benefits;

e The Purpose- exploitation including prostitution
of others, sexual exploitation, forced labour,
slavery or similar practices, removal of organs
and other types of exploitation.

The consent of the victim is irrelevant when any of

the means outlined above have been used.

Furthermore, in the case of children, defined as

anyone under 18 years of age, actions taken for the

purpose of exploitation constitute trafficking even
where the means have not been used. There is no
requirement that a person must have crossed a bor|
for trafficking to take placeit can and does take
place within national borders.

both the public and the authorities need to be vigilant and
aware that the crime may exist in our communities, not just in
our larger towns and cities and down dark alleys.

The “blue blindfold” represents the risk of people being unaware of
this crime that may exist around them. Victims may be reluctant and
frightened to come forward. This campaign is designed to encourage
the public to share any suspicions or information anonymously.

Email blueblindfold@garda.ie or call Crimestoppers 1800 25 00 25

For further information log on to www.blueblindfold.gov.ie
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Lesson 1: The Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR)

Learning Outcomes
At the end of this lesson students will be able to
. Name five human rights
. Match the main rights of the UDHR with images
. Name the specific Article(s) of the UDHR that relate to Slavery

Guidance

If students have already explored the UDHR, all that is now required is a quick recap
of the UDHR and what it is trying to protect. Then move on to focus in on Articles 2, 3,
4,5, 13 and 23 of the UDHR which focus on Equality, Freedom (from Slavery and from
Torture and Cruelty), Movement and Employment.

The Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR)

Article 2: Everyone has equal rights regardless of differences between
people such as gender, colour, religion, language, wealth or political
opinion.

Article 3: Everyone has the right to life and the right to live in freedom
and safety.

Article 4: No one shall be held in slavery.

Article 5: Everyone has the right not to be hurt, tortured or treated
cruelly.

Article 13 (1): Everyone has the right to freedom of movement and
residence within the borders of each State.

Article 23 (1): Everyone has the right to the free choice of employment,
to just and favourable conditions of work and to protection against
unemployment.

| f students have not | ooked at the UDHR yet, her ed
understand this really important international human rights document. Over the next few

pages there are a series of image cards and text cards. Six sets of cards should be

photocopied so that students can work in groups to match the image cards with the text

cards. This enables them to discuss the various Articles of the UDHR.



